STATEMENTS BY PRESIDENT JOHNSON CONCERNING POPULATION CRISIS
COMPILED BY U.S. SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AID EXPENDITURES,
Senator Ernest Gruening, Chairman
1. STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS BEFORE CONGRESS; January 4, 1965:

"I will seek new ways to use out knowledge to help deal with the explosion in world population and the growing scarcity in world resources."

2. 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS AT SAN FRANCISCO, June 25, 1965: 
"Let us in all our lands-including this land--face forthrightly the multiplying problems of our multiplying populations and seek the answers to this most profound challenge to the future of all, the world., Let us act on the fact that less than five dollars invested in population control is worth a hundred dollars invested in economic growth."

3. SWEARING-IN CEREMONY OF JOHN W. GARDNER as Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare in Rose Garden, The White House, August 18, 1965:

"This Administration is seeking new ideas and it is certainly not going to discourage any new solutions to the problems of population growth and distribution."

4. TEXT OF LETTER TO U. N. SECRETARY GENERAL U THANT at Second United Nations World Population Conference opening in Belgrade, August 30, 1'965:

"My Dear Secretary General:

"The United States Government recognizes the singular importance of the meeting of the second United Nations World Population Conference and pledges its full support to your great undertaking.

"As I said to the United Nations in San Francisco, we must now begin to face forthrightly the multiplying problems of our multiplying populations. Our government assures your conference of our wholehearted support to the United Nations and its agencies in their efforts to achieve a better world throygh bringing into balance the world's resources and the world's population.

"In extending my best wishes for the success of your conference, it is my fervent hope that your great assemblage of population experts will contril)ute significantly to the knowledge necessary to solve this transcendent problem. Second only to the search for peace, it is humanity's greatest challenge. This week, the meeting in Belgrade carries with it the hopes of mankind."

5. STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS BEFORE CONGRESS, January 13, 1966: 
"That is what I have come to ask of you ...

"3. To give a new and daring direction to our foreign aid program, designed to make a maximum attack on hunger, disease and ignorance in those countries determined to help themselves-and to help those nations trying to control population growth . . ."
6. "1 will also propose the International Health Act of 1966:

"to strike at disease by a new effort to_bring modern skills and knowledge to the uncared​ for suffering of the world-and by wiping out smallpox, malaria, and controlling yellow fever over most of the world in this decade. . . ."

"to help countries trying to control population growth, by increasing our research-and by earmarking funds to help their efforts."
7. CEREMONY HELD AT THE HARRY S. TRUMAN CENTER FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF PEACE, January 20, 1966, Independence, Missouri:

" ... we will increase our efforts in the great field of human population. The hungry world cannot be fed until and unless the growth in its resources and the growth in its population come into balance. Each man and woman-and each nation-must make decisions of conscience and policy in the face of this great problem. But the position of the United States of America is clear. We will give our help and our support to nations which make their own decision to insure an effective balance between the numbers of their people and the food they have to eat. And we will push forward the frontiers of research in this important field."

8. FOREIGN AID PROGRAM MESSAGE TO THE CONGRESS, February 1, 1966:

"Yet today the citizens of many developing nations walk in the shadow of misery; "-half the adults have never been to school;

"-over half the people are hungry or malnourished; "-food production per person is falling;

"-at present rates of growth, population will double before the year 2000. "These are the dominant facts of our age.

"They challenge our own security. "They threaten the future of the world. "Our response must be bold and daring. It must go to the root causes of misery and unrest. It must build a firm foundation for progress, security and peace."

9. "Only these people and their leaders can

"-invest every possible resource in improved farming techniques, in school and hospital construction and in critical industry; "make the land reforms, tax changes, and other basic adjustments necessary to trans​form their societies; -face the population problem squarely and realistically; "create the climate which will attract foreign investment, and keep local money at home."

10. "... . In many other countries food output is also falling behind population growth. We cannot meet the world food needs of the future, however willing we are to share our abundance. Nor would it serve the Common Interest if we could."
11. "We stand ready to help developing countries deal with the population problem.

"The United States cannot and should not force any country to adopt any particular approach to this problem. It is first a matter of individual and national conscience, in which we will not interfere.

"But population growth now consumes about two-thirds of economic growth in the less​ developed world. As death rates are steadily driven down, the individual miracle of birth becomes a collective tragedy of want.

"In all cases, our help will be given only upon request, and only to finance advisors, training, transportation, educational equipment, and local currency needs.

"Population policy remains a question for each family and each nation to decide. But we must be prepared to help when decisions are made."
12. "Technical Cooperation: This request - $231 million will finance American advisors and teachers who are the crucial forces in the attack on hunger, ignorance, disease, and the population problem. The dollar total is relatively small. But no appropriation is more critical. No purpose is more central."

13. INTERNATIONAL. EDUCATION AND HEALTH ACTS MESSAGE, February 2, 1966:

"We have committed ourselves for many years to relieving human suffering. Today our efforts must keep pace with a growing world and with growing problems."
14. "Therefore, I propose a program to​ "Create an International Career Service in Health;

"Help meet health manpower needs in developing nations; "Combat malnutrition;

"Control and eradicate disease; "Cooperate in worldwide efforts to deal with population problems."

15. ". . . Food production has not kept pace with the increasing demands of expanding population."

16. In Part 5, the President carefully spells out his proposal "to cooperate in worldwide efforts to deal with population problems

"By 1970, there will be 300 million more people on this earth. A reliable estimate shows that at present rates of growth the world population could double by the end of the century. The growing gap between food to eat and mouths to feed poses one of man​kind's greatest challenges. It threatens the dignity of the individual and the sanctity of the family.

"We must meet these problems in ways that will strengthen free societies--and protect the individual right to freedom of choice.

"To mobilize our resources more effectively, I propose programs to​

(1) Expand research in human reproduction and population dynamics. -- We are sup​porting research efforts through the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, AID, and the World Health Organization. I am requesting funds to increase the pace and scope of this effort. The effort, to be successful, will require a full response by our scientific community.

(2) Enlarge the training of American and foreign specialists in the population field.-​We are supporting training programs and the development-of training programs through the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare and AID. We will expand these pro​grams at home and abroad.

(3) Assist family planning programs in nations which request such help. -- Here at home, we are gaining valuable experience through new programs of maternal and infant care as well as expansion of private and public medical care programs. Early last year we made clear our readiness to share our knowledge, skill, and financial resources with the developing nations requesting assistance. We will expand this effort in response to the increasing number of requests from other countries."
17. WAR AGAINST HUNGER MESSAGE, February 10, 1966:

"Populations are exploding under the impact of sharp cuts in death rate. . . ."
18. "A balance between agricultural productivity and population is necessary to prevent the shadow of hunger from becoming a nightmare of famine. In my message on interna​tional health and education, I described our increased efforts to help deal with the population problem."
19. DOMESTIC HEALTH AND EDUCATION MESSAGE, MARCH 1, 1966: "Family Ptanniag

"We have a growing concern to foster the integrity of the family, and the opportunity for each child. It is essen​tial that all families have access to information and ser​vices that will allow freedom to choose the number and spacing of their children within the dictates of individual conscience."

"In.the fiscal 1967 budget, I have requested a sizeable increase in funds available for` research, training and services in this field. The National Institute of Child Health and Human Development will expand its own research and its grant program to study human reproduction. The Children's' Buraau and the Office of Economic Opportunity will support family planning to the maternal and infant care .programs in local communities when requested.
State agencies will be aided by federal welfare funds to provide family planning services to mothers."
20. ECONOMIC AID TO INDIA MESSAGE, APRIL 1, 1966:

"The Indian Government believes that there can be no effective solution of the Indian food problem that

does not include population control. The choice is now between a comprehensive and humane program for limiting births and the brutal curb that is imposed by famine. As Mrs. Gandhi told me, the Indian Government is making vigorous efforts on this front."
21.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT ON FOOD FOR PEACE PROGRAM TO CONGRESS, JUNE 30, 1966
"... The increasing pressure of world population growth was the most distrubing indicator in a year otherwise highlighted with promise in the war against hunger and malnutrition. Population growth of 2 percent a year-​increasing to 3 percent in some of the underdeveloped countries made it difficult to increase per capita food consumption. There was more food grown in 1965 than in 1964. But there were 64 million more mouths to feed. "In simplest terms, the task of bringing food and popula​tion into balance--while maintaining progress in health, education, and economic growth--is the most critical challenge many countries are facing today.It will probably remain their most urgent challenge in the immediate years ahead. The world's capacity to respond will dramatically affect the course which individuals and nations choose in confronting their problems and their neighbors in coming generations.

"This is a world problem ...

"The U.S. Congress recognizes the moral and practical implications of hunger and malnutrition ..."

22.
"... The critical food shortage in India, though aggravated by drought, should be read as a warning that a crisis in food and population trends is already at the world's doorstep:"
 23. SPEECH ON WORLD FOOD SHORTAGES AND VIETNAM WAR -- IN OMAHA, NEBRASKA, June 30, 1966
"... Here today in the center of the greatest food-producing area anywhere on this globe, we Americans must face a sobering fact: Most of the world's population is losing the battle to feed itself. And if present trends continue we can now see the point at which even our own vast productive resources, including the millions of acres of farm lands that we now hold in reserve, will not be sufficient to meet the requirements of human beings for food.

"We will lend America's technical knowledge. We will lend America's practical experience to those: people who need it most and who are willing to prove to us that they are willing to try to help themselves."

24. REMARKS AT THE BATTLE CREEK SANITARIUM, BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN, SEPTEMBER 5, 1966:

"Before this decade ends, we will wonder why it took us so long to develop wise ways of family planning. We, I think, will bless men like your Congressman Todd who has led the way to'help countries that have a desperate need to control their population growth. The Todd Amendment to our Food for Freedom Act has just been overwhelmingly voted in both Houses of the Congress by members of both parties of the Congress.

"It was less than three years ago, when I addressed the Congress, that I had at least half of my speech writers trying to take any reference to population out of my speech. The President hadn't been speaking along that line in this country very often."
25. STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE, JANUARY 10, 1967:

"Next to the pursuit of peace, the really greatest challenge to the human family is the race between food supply and popula​tion increase. That race tonight is being lost. The time for rhetoric has clearly passed. The time for concerted action is here, and we must get on with the job."

“We believe that three principles must prevail if our, policy is to succeed:

"First, the developing nations must give high priority to food prcoduction, including the use of technology and the capital of private enterprise.

"Second, nations with food deficits must put more of their resources into voluntary family planning programs.

"Third, the developed nations must all assist other nations to avoid starvation in the- short run and to move rapidly towards the ability to feed themselves.

"Every member of the world community now bears a direct responsi​bility to help bring our most basic human account into balance."
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