WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

1211 Geneva 27,  Switzerland

PERSONAL                                           1st September 1978

To: 

Dr R.T. Ravenholt

Director, Office of Population

U.S. Agency for International Development

Department of State

Washington, DC

Many thanks for your letter of 10 July 1978 about the need for improved measurement of the distribution of major diseases and the possibility of strengthening the World Fertility Survey to meet this need. 

It certainly would seem that the WFS has been able to obtain a great deal of new and valuable information on fertility patterns and fertility control. Some of the data also appear to have a wider relevance to health and health services and we are presently carrying out a feasibility study to assess how these aspects of the data might best be exploited. I am sure you will be informed of the results of this feasibility study in due course.

I would also agree that lack of epidemiological information is one of the many obstacles to rational efforts to improve the health of the people. As you know, WHO is giving a very high priority to improving national health information systems and their use in management so as to overcome this obstacle.

Several approaches are being followed towards this objective, with due regard to the widely differing information requirements and capabilities of our member states. A strengthening of the WFS might provide an additional approach, if this could be accomplished through strengthening of national survey capabilities and without imposing any rigid methodology. I have informed the programme managers mostly concerned with these issues to pursue the dialogue which they have already started with you. 

With my best wishes and warmest regards,

Yours sincerely, 

Hafdan Mahler, M.D. Director-General
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