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Dr. Reimert Ravenholt Heads Branch Of Government Agency
AN ARTICLE APPEARING IN THE SEATTLE TIMES during the month of August carries information of interest to friends in this area who remember Reimert Raven​iolt, formerly of Luck. Dr. Ravenholt, who has been Associate Professor of Preventive Medicine at the University of Washington, recently became Chief of the Population Branch of the U.S. Agency for International Development. He left §eattle for Washington, D. C., to take over his new position.

Extensive researeh concerning water, and how its pollution and its purity have affected world history, has been carried on by Dr. Ravenholt during his years in Seattle and during a period when he traveled in Europe as epidemiol
ogy consultant, Europen Region, for the Unit States Public Health Service. He has 
he cited examples of the effect
of adequate supplies of pure water as related to history.

The millenial strength of the Roman Empire may have had some relation to its comparatively low death rate, which may in turn have been due to the fact that the Ro​nans had unusual concern for providing suitable drinking wa​ter for their people. Noted was the engineering genius which resulted in the construction of hun​dreds of miles of aqueducts, hewn through solid rock with onl​y primitive tools. Sewers were provided for disposal of wastes, which also were remarkable feats of engineering, done more than 2000 years ago.

Another ancient people who have been known for their strength in conquest were the Vikings a millenium ago. Dr. Ravenholt also surmises that their relative strength and freedom from illness may have been re​lated to the fact that their water came largely from cascading streams in the mountainous countries with fjords, with only short streams and little waste contamination between glaciers and the seashore:

In his new position Dr. Rav​enholt will make use of his stu​dies and extend them further to the relationship of infant mortality to water and other factors. Some studies will be in collabora​tion with Dr. Roger Bernard, a Swiss investigator with whom he has been studying the causes and effects of  a typhoid epidemic which took place in Switzerland in 1963. 

He also expects to collaborate with two of his brothers -– Dr Otto Ravenholt, also an epidemiologist, now director of public health for Las Vegas, Ne​vada; and Albert Ravenholt, a well-known news correspondent who has spent a great deal of time in China, the Philippines, and Southeast Asia. Otto has also studied population trends and conducted research on population dynamics. Albert has written extensively on the same subject from his studies of China and southeast Asia for the American Universities Field Staff.

All three men are the sons of Mrs. Kristine Ravenholt of Luck. Others of the Ravenholt sons and laughters mentioned in the art​icle were: Eiler, assistant to Vice President Hubert Humphrey; Astrid, a nurse with the Ameri​an Embassy in Rio de Janeiro; Halvor, a Wyoming soil scientist, and Mrs. Robert Bune, who teaches home economics in Mon​roe Junior High School in Seattle. Two other sisters are Johanne, Mrs. Ernest Fremont, who is a registered nurse and whose husband is a practicing attorney in Kansas City, Mo.; and Agnes, Mrs. Paul Nussle, whose husband is a Lutheran pastor in Salinas, Calif. The nine children all grew up on a farm in the Luck-Milltown area, attended elementary and high schools there, and continued their education – six at the University of Minnesota -- toward goals which have brought them rich re​wards in satisfaction and achievement.
Dr Reimert Ravenholt, second from right, had just been sworn in to an Agency for International Development job by William S. Gaud, A.I.D. Administrator. Watching the ceremony were Eiler Ravenholt, Assistant to Vice President Hubert Humphrey, and Astrid Ravenholt, Public Health Nurse for the State Department at the U.S. Embassy in Brazil.








