Richard S. Wheeler 
219 S. Fifth Street Livingston, MT 59047  406-222-1204

May 4, 2005

Reimert T. Ravenholt, M.D. 
Population Health Imperatives 
3156 E. Laurelhurst Drive. NE Seattle, WA 98105

Dear Dr. Ravenholt,

I was delighted to receive the biography of your brother Albert and your family, along with your most recent paper on Lewis. I plunged right in, reading your biography of Albert and also the Lewis paper, and now I am reading the reprints of Albert's war correspondence.

Your brother has lived a most rewarding and adventuresome life. He is a remarkable man, and you come from a remarkable family. Courage, industry, wisdom, perseverance, a profound ethical sense along with the ideal of helping others, have inspired you and your family to accomplish great things. I am honored to know you.

The 2001 Lewis paper is the most powerful of your writings on that topic, marshaling more material to make the case for neurosyphilis. I believe you have triumphed over the skeptics. My sole regret about my novel is that I introduced malaria as a factor in Lewis's health. That factor was given to me by a retired Billings physician who lectures on the expedition's medicines. He told me that vivax malaria was endemic in the Virginia Piedmont at that time; that Lewis was struggling with it; that he had taken ample chinchona with him to deal with it en route.

Whether or not that is the case, it was a mistake for me to introduce the complication, or to have Lewis use intermittent fever as a socially acceptable mask to conceal his unmentionable disease. The story would have worked better if I had simply stuck with your case for neurosyphilis.

If you should come this way, look me up. I'd enjoy taking you to dinner. 
Cordially,
;

Richard S. Wheeler

