United States Government

MEMORANDUM

To: AA/PHA, Dr Jarold A. Kieffer
        DATE: March 22, 1974 

FROM
PHA/POP, R. T. Ravenholt

SUBJECT: Proposed IDA Project in Bangladesh


Until the IBRD has -demonstrated its capacity to contribute to population program assistance by implementing a useful action somewhere, within a reasonable time frame, AID should avoid spinning its own and LDC wheels by involving IBRD unnecessarily in AID/LDC plans and negotiations.

It is ludicrous and grotesque to foist loans upon Bangladesh. They cannot repay them. They will not repay them. And the mountain of paper and innumerable missions and meetings which would be generated by unrealistic attempts to impose loan conditions on Bangladesh would obfuscate effective grant assistance action by AID and other donors.

Bangladesh deserves intelligent assistive action from Washington.

cc: PHA/P.RS, Ms. Fowler


PHA/POP, Senior Staff

Division Chiefs

