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INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH POLICY STUDIES

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

1326 THIRD AVENUE

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94143
            December 2,
1983 
R. T. Ravenholt; M.D.

Assistant Director for Epidemiology and Research

National Institute on Drug Abuse
` 
5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, Maryland 20857 
Dear Rei:

Just a note to congratulate you on your superb paper with Dr. Pollin, "Tobacco Addiction and Tobacco Mortality: Implications for Death Certification." 
It seems to me that this would be a very appropriate subject for the Surgeon General to raise with the American Medical Association, the American College of Physicians, the American College of Surgeons, state medical societies, and various other medical organizations. Perhaps the Surgeon General should consider a letter to all physicians in the country alerting them to the problem and making them aware of the ninth revision of the International Classification of Diseases and the third edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual on Mental Disorders, recognizing the addictive nature of smoking and providing "tobacco dependence"(305.1) as a specific cause of death. 
Please send me more on the subject including any of your other recent articles or those by Dr. Pollin and your associates. We would also be interested to learn more about the interest of the National Institute on Drug Abuse in tobacco addiction and the clinical and policy strategies for dealing with the problem.

All the best!

Sincerely,

Phillip R. Lee, M.D.
Professor of Social Medicine
