To The Editor
       10 September 1997

The Seattle Times (published)
P.O. Box 70

Seattle, WA 98111

During the 19th and 20th centuries many wonderful bridges have been built above and floating on important waters. But for the 21st century there is need for exploration of the possibility of building many efficient submerged vehicular traffic tubes to accommodate burgeoning vehicle traffic without creating unacceptable noise pollution and scenic degradation.

A case in point is the Evergreen Point floating bridge across Lake Washington which is increasingly suffering severe traffic overload. State authorities and entrepreneurs have proposed adding traffic lanes alongside the current floating roadway, much to the dismay of the Webster Point and Washington Park residents who would be intolerably impacted by resultant large increase in traffic noise.

To create an acceptable alternative, I suggest that thorough study be made of the practicability of building submerged vehicle traffic tubes to accommodate the burgeoning vehicular traffic. Initially, consider construction of 30 foot (diameter) tubes, each way, suspended below the existing roadway; and creating an option for additional tubes if and when needed.

Such construction of Underwater Roadways, would require and develop much technical expertise; and, if successful, would have a huge market not only in this region but in the world, and might lead to the development of another world‑leading industry based on Puget Sound. It would seem a likely new enterprise for Boeing to pioneer ‑‑ from its base of world‑leading expertise in the construction of high‑flying aluminum tubes.

Sincerely,

R.T. Ravenholt, MD 
P.O. Box 85120, Seattle, WA 98105
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