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Dr. Reimert Ravenhol(
Refuses to be demoted




WASHINGTON ‑ In a bitter bureaucratic struggle, the Carter administration is seeking to demote the government's most outspoken proponent of world population control.

A formal effort is being made to clip the wings of Dr. Reimert Ravenholt, prime mover for more than a decade in the devel​opment and operation of the government's billion‑dollar ef​fort to control the world's popu​lation explosion.

Ravenholt, director of the Off​ice of Population in the Agency for International Development, has been notified by letter that his superiors intend to demote him by removing him as director of the office and making him a special "adviser."

OVER THE YEARS the hard ​driving Ravenholt, who is known for speaking his mind on contro​versial questions, has become a virtual symbol of the govern​ment's population control efforts to advocates of control.

The formal reason given to Ravenholt for the proposed de​motion was that it would "pro​mote the efficiency of the service. "

   But, in fact, the struggle between Ravenholt and the admin​istration represents deep differ​ences over how to meet the growing population crisis around the world . It also involves Ravenholt's sometimes exu​berant and outspoken tactics in running his office.

THE FIGHT HAS BOTH re​ligious and political overtones.

Ravenholt is an outspoken ad​vocate of the distribution of birth control devices – especially condoms ‑ as a means of  curbing birth rates in underdeveloped countries,

The government's official poli​cy is that birth control programs must be broader, with the em​phasis on education to increase motivation to cut birthrates and plan families.

This difference in point of view has often brought Ravenholt into conflict with his superiors.

The man leading the way now in trying to oust him from his job is his immediate boss, Sander Levin, head of AID's Bureau for Development Support.


A POLITICAL appointee,  Lev​in ran unsuccessfully for gover​nor of Michigan twice as a Democrat. He is brother of Sen. Carl Levin, D‑Mich.

  In a 17‑page letter to Raven​holt outlining, in effect, a bill of particulars, Levin's main charges were that Ravenholt had refused to run his office accord​ing to traditional bureaucratic rules, had been too outspoken, had insisted on promoting his own personal opinions and had engendered unfavorable publici​ty for the agency.

Ravenholt responded that he started in 1966 with one secre​tary and no earmarked funds and had "directed the develop​ment of an extraordinary global enterprise providing a broad range of assistance to population and family planning throughout the developing world."

BY THE END OF this year, he said, the program will have provided $1.3 billion in population control aid.

"I hope I may be judged by the Office of Population's record of substantial achievement over the past 13 years ... Herein I have demonstrated that I have in act promoted the efficiency of he service," he wrote Levin in reply.

Ravenholt today administers a staff of 58. His salary is'$47,500, he would not get a salary cut with the demotion.

Ravenholt has hired one of Washington's best‑known liberal Attorneys, Joseph Rauh Jr, to represent him, and is asking that a decision on his case be held up until the Agency for International Development has a new, full-t​ime administrator. The agency has been without an administrator since the end of March, when former Ohio gover​nor John Gilligan resigned.

Rauh argues that a new head of the agency "can consider Dr. Ravenholt's success story, with detachment." He also argues hat Ravenholt has been entitled to express his opinions freely un​der the First Amendment of the Constitution.

