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LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

Birth control must lead developmental assistance

While admiring David Horsey’s powerful political cartoons, and aware that we share the view that improved birth control is essential for development of the less developed countries (March 5),I must caution everyone that long experience has demonstrated  that improved birth control must lead developmental assistance: During the 1970s the population/family planning assistance program of USAID amply demonstrated that fertility could be rapidly decreased by direct provision of effective means of fertility control to illiterate women and couples in poorest societies. Hence, experienced development assistance workers emphasize fertility control first, followed by improved education and work opportunities for women.
   The rational for preferring this sequence of developmental assistance effort, devolves from the fact that women engaged in unlimited childbearing, e.g. seven or more children, are necessarily fully occupied – having no time or energy to gain education or engage in remunerative work outside the home. Whereas, when young women have access to oral contraceptives and other means of early birth control, they can delay the first child – thus having time for education; and limit their progeny to two, thus gaining the time and energy for further education and gainful employment outside the home.
   Without birth control there is no rational basis for expecting Africa to break its vicious cycle of ignorance, poverty, periodic starvation and the killing fields.
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