From:
R.T. Ravenholt ravenrt@oz.net
To:
gore, Al vice‑president@whitehouse.gov
Sent:
Saturday, October 21, 2000 12:44 PM

Subject:
Winning the Presidency!

Dear Vice President Gore:

You did very well at the Al Smith Dinner tonight! But you will need to vitalize your campaign additionally to win:

You must make much better use of President Bill Clinton ‑ the ablest American President since Truman. His personal transgressions while in office have been tiny compared with those of President Kennedy and many Congressmen. Except for his personal misadventures and the unrealistic health gambit early in his administration, his support of the Justice Dept prosecution of Microsoft has been one of his most serious mistakes: It was not done to protect consumers, but, rather, it was done on behest of business adversaries of Microsoft. Meanwhile, this Administration has neglected to investigate and prosecute the most obvious and continuing illegality: the tremendous rip‑off of consumers by drug company cartels controlling drug prices. There can be no other explanation for the blatant rip‑off prices of many old and well‑established drugs.

A most obvious case‑in‑point, is the outrageous prices now charged for oral contraceptives. American women now pay $30 per monthly cycle for oral contraceptives at local pharmacies ‑ a rip‑off from them of 3 billion dollars this year! While I directed the population program of USAID, 1966‑1979, we ordinarily purchased OCs at 15 cents per monthly cycle from Wyeth, Syntex, and other American drug companies; and in 1999 and 2000, USAID has only paid 26 cents per monthly cycle. In the 1960s and early 1970s, somewhat elevated price levels for OCs were justified by existing patents, evolving technology, and a rash of law suits. But this is no longer the case: now the main drug formulations have been well‑established during decades, no longer covered by patent protection, and with well‑established protection against adverse reaction suits. Hence, why are American women now paying $30 per month for products the USG buys for 26 cents? and for which the active ingredients cost less than 5 cents per monthly cycle?

The obvious likely answer is cartel collusion by drug companies to maintain oral contraceptive prices at rip‑off levels. This is what the Justice Department should have been investigating! And you, Mr Vice President, could gamer considerable interest and votes if you would strongly declare in your campaign that, if elected President, you will request that the Justice Department do a major investigation of alleged collusive drug company practices, maintaining drug prices at sky‑high, non‑competitive, illegal levels. It is not just oral contraceptives, but many, many other drugs ‑ especially those used by the elderly: another rip‑off drug I know from personal experience, is probenecid, a preventive for gout. This is a very old and established drug, with no patent protection, costing only pennies to manufacture, but the price of which has zoomed during recent years to $100 for a month's supply. There are dozens such indispensable drugs for the elderly, for which colluding drug companies are forcing the elderly to pay usurious prices.

Another obvious campaign gambit, I had thought you would have used before now: Tell the people how many millions of tax relief Dick Cheney will gain from his announced $20 million current income windfall if the Bush plan for tax cuts goes through, vs how much he will have to pay if your plan is implemented. Then ask the people if they really want their money to go to the greedy rather than the needy? You have done a fair job on the issue of tax cuts for the very wealthy. but you need to give additional vivid examples.

Another issue you should attack, is the dishonest use of soft money loans by the IMF and IBRD, which has been hugely ineffectual for assisting Russia. I will try attach a letter on this I sent to you and president Clinton at an earlier time.

Please do pull out all stops! And let the Real Al Gore shine forth ‑ as you have done on some occasions!

All Best Wishes for your triumph,

R. T. Ravenholt, MD

