To the Editor                                          March 29, 1974

The Washington Post 

1150 15th Street NW

Washington, D. C.20071

Sir:

"Is there any woman here who, if she were to develop an ectopic pregnancy and become acutely and critically ill from associated internal bleeding, would refuse to have corrective, life‑saving surgery?”

When this question was posed to 116 women legislators from 102 countries, participating in the United Nation’s Women's Conference on Population and Development at Airlie, Virginia, February 27, 1974, none indicated that they would refuse surgery under such immediately life threat​ening circumstances. And further research indicates that very few, if any, American women would refuse surgery for ectopic pregnancy.

Evidently, virtually all women believe in abortion in at least some circumstances. And those Catholic physicians and hospitals who refuse to perform surgical termination of intrauterine pregnancies, nevertheless usually perform surgical termination of extrauterine or ectopic pregnancies ‑‑ even though some of these extrauterine pregnancies could go to term with supportive care and with surgical delivery result in live born infants.

Extreme anti‑abortion zealots, including the four Catholic Cardinals and Senator Helms, propose to outlaw "all abortions irrespective of circumstances", and thereby place every woman on her "uterine rack" ‑‑ regardless of the tragic consequences this would inescapably have upon the health and well‑being of women, children and society.

The world religious community has moved a long ways since medieval times when no deviation from religious dogma was tolerated, under threat of death by torture. But a malignant remnant of the Mediterranean Inquisition still seeks to impose its dogma upon others by unacceptable means, including coercion.

Fortunately, the more humane view that every woman should have the right to control the use of her body is in its ascendency; and has gained expression in United Nations declarations that the availability of information and means for determining the number and spacing of one's children is a fundamental human right.

No doubt virtually all educated and wealthy American women, including Catholic women, will continue to have surgery when necessary to save their lives from both extrauterine and intrauterine pregnancies. But will they extend a helping hand to the poor women of the world whose lives and well being are threatened and often shattered by unwanted pregnancies? who know from bitter experience that unwanted pregnancies often mean death to the mother, to infants and children, or at least destruction of familial and social well being.

Sincerely,

R. T. Ravenholt 

The Cosmos Club 

2121 Massachusetts Avenue NW 

Washington, D. C.

