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Japs Penned In Myitkyina
Allies Fight Way Into City's Outskirts.

Allied troops fought their way into the outskirts of Myitkyina today as official sources revealed all avenues of escape or reinforcement have been closed to the Jap garrison.

  Cornered remnants of the Jap Eighteenth division, conquerors of Singapore, were reported falling back slowly into the streets of the city under increasingly heavy attack by American and Chinese infantrymen.

  A communique said air-borne reinforcements were landing continu​ously on the airdrome, two miles south of Myitkyina, to join in the final assault on the base, main en​emy position in northern Burma and the terminus of the Burma railway line from Rangoon and Mandalay.

  Simultaneously, other Allied troops attacked the disintegrat​ing Jap lines south and west of the city.

  One Allied force cut across the winding supply road linking Myit​kyina with Bhamo, 70 airline miles to the south, and other columns blocked the 20-mile stretch of mo​tor highway running westward to Mogaung.

  Reports from the Salween river 75 miles east of Myitkyina said strong Jap reinforcements were counter-attacking four Chinese col​umns advancing through China's western Yunnan province toward the Burma border.

  The Japs, apparently tricked into shifting troops from the Myitkyina area, threw the main weight of their counter-attack against the central and southern wings of the Chinese front.

Particularly bitter fighting raged around Tatangtzu, and Correspondent Albert Ravenholt reported the ruined village changed hands twice Wednesday. 
  All reports indicated the Chi​nese, supported by American fight​ 

er-bombers, were beating back the enemy counter-blows and pushing ahead slowly, with casualties running high on both sides.

  There was no change in the situation in China's Honan province, where bitter fighting continued in the streets of Loyang for the fifth straight day. Chungking spokesmen said 80 percent of the city was still held by the Chinese garrison, although the defenders were encircled.
